By R. A. Lindguliati

I same paint in ime, while growing your

O business, you'ra likaly to start asking

yourself, “What else can | do?* While thers

are many logical entrepranaurial pursuits
you can add to your DU entartainment service, the
most seambess |8 on-site sound amplification (FA].
While you may eventually aspire to do sound faor
major shows and concarts, most of the bread and
butter work ks on @ much smaller and more manage-
able scale. Most of your work will probably come from
theatre groups, schools, churches, choral groups, cor-
porations and garage bands locatad throughout your
CoOmamLnity.

With the right tools and a good grasp of how to

progery set up & PA system, you may find this to be
& lucrative niche thal's bean ignored. The best news
ks, unlike the individual starting from scratch, you may
already have many of the pleces in place. As we're not
talking about doing huge events, & solid 200-walts-par-
channal amp with well-matchad speakers will make
a good foundation. Add to this a quality mutti-channel
mixer, good microphones and A stage monftor system
and you'te an your way.

But First...

Aword of caution: Whean offering your services as a
purveyor of sound reinforcament, it's essential that
you mod only mast (and if possible, excesd) the client's
neads, but da it with a lewel of confidenca that pra-
claims, °I have this &l under cantrol.” If you think you
run Into 8 lot of wall-meaning know-it-alls offenng up
advice on how 1o run things at your DJ events, yau
amtsean nothing yat. Racently, | was sitting m for &
friend who was daing saund &t & multi-band music
feet. Everything was warking perfecthy—rmy friand had
labeded everything, so it was a real no-brainar. That
was untdl one of tha bands insisted on using their own
mini-mixer and sending me a faad from the stage_ By
the time a few "Good Samaritans” sitting up front got
through changing things, the sat-up was s0 discom-
bobulatad that | had no idea which cable went to which
mic. When the kdea finally failad {the band apalogized
1o the crowd for delaying the show) evarything had to
b restored 1o its pravious stata befora the show could
conbinus.

Adding to the problam was the fact that it was
dark and it wasn't my gear. While mult-track mixers
may look ssmilar, tha layouts and functions of each
switch can somaetmeas vary greatly. This is why it's
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and cutput like the back of your hand. In
additicn, you must e able fo get up and
running queckly. l=aving as much time for
8 soundcheck as posalble. Adpestng the
iz during 8 performances k5 annoying 1o
ewenyone at the show.

~.Back to the Polnt
Given the critaria described, an impres-
sive mult-track mixer with a bullt-in amg
for all-purpose PA work in smallar venuas
is the Powerbate 1000 from Oynacond.
Wihike you may nod be familiar with the
Dwnacord namse, {'s & brand that's been
around for guite soms tma, and was
relatwaly common in the states during
the 'S0s and "Gds. Last January, | had the
pleaswrs of wisiteg the TelaxTynacord
plant In Straubing, Germany with sevearal
others from the audio press. The trip in-
chuded a factory towr, whers we obssrved
Oynacord products baing matculousky
assamidéed and tested.

The PowsrMate 1000 provides 10
input channels and twvo channels of ampli-
fication. The amp section is rated at 500
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walts per side at 4141, 250 watt=/'side at
A1 (20Hz-20kHz). Along with & laudabla
spet shaat, the list of features includes
alactronically balanced inputs, four bands
of EX on the mic channals, two 18-t
steraa effects units, & feedback filtar, a
wolcing filter, a wary handy patch bay and
a whala lot mora. Enhancing its road-war-
thiness s a steel cover that snaps tight 1o
praotect the unit from speakers bouncing
around in the back of your van.

Quita Capable

When shopping for a multi-channel miser
{powered ar not) yaur primary focus
should be on flexibility and expandability.
In ordar 1o make your naw ventura pay,
you naad 1o be able to provide amps-
fication thet fits the application. This is

an ares whers Powerhate 1000 raally
shines. On ik own, you can use one
side to pawer 8 houss system and tha
ather for the stage maonitors. i you need
rmiore power to the house, simphy run a
feed from the handy patch pansel to out-
baard powear amps. If ten channale aran't
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enoargh, of you nead 1o e youwr O
mizer in tandem with the Powerldate, its

easy to do and you won't koose an input.
To further simplify mattars, the owner's
manual explains all the possitée configu-
rations with Bustrations even the maost
non-techaecal person can follow.

‘oM fied that the kayout of the Pow-
erblate 1000 ks veary easy 1o navigate. All
conbrods and inputs are mounted topeids,
lzaving the back chear of everything be-
sida the Speakon™ culput connectors
and the power switch. The two affects
unéte provide 88 program presets, salact-
albla with up'down butions. They include
raverb, echo, delay, flanging, and chorus
effects. You have planty of control over
affact levals and routing.

Omn the road, we found the Power-
kate 1000 easy to work with. The amps
stayed cool throughout the night and
there was ampse headroom. Onboand
fans kick In when necessary to keep the
unét im its optimum operating range.
Multiple Opportunities
Acrucial concarn in eslecting a muit-
channal mixer s how the power oubput
meats your regquirements. Ratad at 250
watts par channel, the Powsrblats 1000
nas enough boot to kick out the jamsa n
your average-sized high school awdito-
riurm and then some. If you need mors
inputs, the PowarMate 1600 adds six. if
you nesed more power, the Powerkiate
Zh0dh offers dual Fod-wett amps (402,
20Hz-20kHz) and 22 nputs. THD for all
three modais is lass than &.2%.

Far maore on the extansiva capabili-
ties of the Powerklate 1000 or its Kin,
nead ower to the Dynacord Web site.
This i just the kind of high-gualty con-
sole that could provide your launching
pad inte the lucrative realm of on-sie
sound remforcemeant.

Powearfdate 1000 - MAP: 52 190
Powarfdate 1600 - MAP: 52 4595
Powarfdate 2000 - MAP: 52 940
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